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“Where common memory is lacKin
where people donot share the same past,
there can be no real community.

Where communtty is 4o be formed,
common mewony must be created.”

— GEORGE ERASMLUS, Dene Nation , Co-chair,
Royal Commission on Aboriginal Feoples
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PEFORE e EUROPEANS...

Millions of First Nations People and
Inuit have called this place home since

Living in hundreds of Nations and
Communities with distinct languages
CuHures traditions, laws + qovern ments,
we fished, hunted | havvested « farmed

with uniquely adapted technologies.

**One of my favourite
hings about "my cubture 15 how
were faught that evoything
on eavth ‘15 1o be
RESPECTED, mcludinq
yourself... the Land,
watey , plants

As Peoples we are distinet
and we havethings in

“\ Qir, animals...

common. Our
A ALL are very RELATIONSHIPS
g i with the LAND
(fespected.— define who we are

and all of our needs
are met by the
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KNOWLEDGE

of how 1o live is embedded in
our |anguages « passed down by
the Elders +Knowledge Keepers
through the generations bg=
* experiential leaming
- teachings
- S0Ngs +
- Stories.

WeTRADE A

and share knowledge and ’T AL
oifts through networks of M § olliances + families are

trails + water toutes across A0 \": \Key to survival. Adoption and
thousands of Kilometeys. § arriage between Nahons are

R & Common + positive.

When theve was |
conflick we ended disputes among
Nations though Consensus + dreaty-making

Ml o CREATING

qugonc has different PEAC net

+ unique RO]_ES & ending war.
RESPONSIB]L]T]ES 4 [n any cases

qender Fluidity is celebrated as a gift from Creator.




BY THe Enp | European explorers “discovered” TurHe sland, leading o the
oFTHe | Colonization of Canada, as they competed for 4 negotiated amongst

T | themselves o divide up contral of sue Peoples & @
19" | Lands with the blessing of +he Christian @)
CENTURY Church. This prachce became
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(m Initially, Europeans telied on the ~ n the Royal
[ndigenous Peoples for survival « recognied Proclamation, King

: George T of
our aws, qovernents , + ways of life. Pralard Stated
i—' _ 7 +hat the lndigmus .
- 7 Nahons own ALl N—Lee
A\J‘hwﬁh many - Ahe Land « Settlers could only inhabit

relations between Those Lands Sold 4 him by TREATY.

Ellvopcan men & Treaties are Sacred 0greements <
Indigenous women Statements of PEACE, FRIENDSHIP,

Were Violent, in 4) é‘ A \Q/% HONESTY, RESPECT, + SHARING. But

Some cases men as mote Ewropeans arrived, they
married in « formed | encroached on more o more of our Lands « ways of life, using
mutually beneficial nsustainaple prackices that depleted our food ¢ shetter.

shovces ttg o | [Tgig | ourmiliaryalines vere A
who developed uv:i%ue END OF _S\O \%nqﬁy:fdgdéd

lanquage y cuMure THE WAR | " The TUr € Gnea up,
» (ind the Eutopeans turned

MUSIc o qovernance, | | = -
« politiea| 1dentity. 7 \ H 18 12 ?zoi‘q{;v\ (\";l? :y\jiiyﬁ(é\d...




Eventually, Europeans In many communities, blankets

O UTN UMBEKR ED infested with deadly viruses

were difted or traded o us
us largely dueto the

by Settlers with Support of
DISEASES

military leaders like Lord
Jeffrey Amherst. ln Some

they brought: , N oommu‘;\ei?eﬁe died,

:SMA WPOX 27 Some historians estimate <o q/ 10 "f’%" quickly
MEASLESS that more than HALF of all ™ + without notice, Sometimes

~TuBgreULO515 | \ndigenous feople DIED From | resulting inthe LOSS of

these foreign diseases. ENTIRE knowledge systems.

\ The BEOT HUK, one of the First Yeoples of what is
.. ) now called Newfound land, died fom European encounters'
2y including disease , stanation coused by seitler over-hunting $&5:
J « being hunted + killed for bounties. ln 1929, the last of ~ |
{ the Beothuk died dlong with theit lanquage + cibure .

~Violence aqainst, us
was ratishalised
H\rough the
princip\e of...

e

Which mepm% that Land belonging tv non-Chrishians could be Claimec], but
they knew it ’Of:lonqed 10 us! Therefore the government made claims +hat we
were TUNCWVILIZED' and unfit ot Sovereignty.
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=D N The British Novth America Adt, or Constitukion
ur Nations > N Acdof 1861, gave all \ands « rights To
OUTH| were further < canada when Europeans becowe, Canadians.
divided whenthe ™ We were now held ot the meey ot 7/
berween the British > _the colonial federal s
Dowinion of Canada & the United Stateswas = \\ﬂi"ﬁ“ﬂ"’f’,/’
mposed, preventing us from woving acwss our Lands oy
. . exernsing Sovereiﬁnw.
BN Railway Construchon opered @8 1y
ML 11\e praivies do the settlers, and
U@ 09 Canada puvchased ouv Land WEST
ed O PR {row the Hudson’s Bay Company,

o hide disperse, Sk MORAC Which hey had obtained by
\\V‘l‘nﬂ \a@{hleisﬁ: o ent 3 \ decephion , devastating +he Sovereigwty of the
SeRIP SYSTEM divided S in SR CREE, BLAC FOOT"’ P T
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rundown huses oh-the edges g
of voadways . F1m 18851460, 440 "0 E0 0 \VER + NORTHWEST

g .
oy

of persention VUM 8
we waefomed T t‘a )

Many ient wdevgmund 12 QESISTANCES, 4 won some btes. | " aNTED
£5tape Neqatve pes ) > o FoR BOUNTY
*ov\gomﬂcé\ards\«\ip. But in (385, We were defeated + —=

our leaders werejailed or executed.

TP INUIT + INNU communities (among oJ(hﬂVS)
were forcefully relocated o claim Soveveignty ot
resources Tor the “national
interest of Canada” High

vates of death resulted from:

—TuBERCULOS 15— — $TARVATION =
By 195k, '/+™ of Inuit were In the [460% the
being treated for TB + Vs were  RCMP Cruelly muvdered
affected. Many Were seqreqated+  \nuit sled dogs on a
sent South to undetfunded + mass scale, preventin
unsafe “Indian hospials” traditional hunting.
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=\ All laws dealmg with First Nations were compiled info +he
A\ Indian Act. Desprie the govcmmem‘s vast oppresswm Ut

A\ cutres were stil stroig , So-they used their laws 4o attack us:
forcefully replaci O\A\’ goveynance stuctures with
European style elected Band Councils, otten at quapoint
‘ res’mohng hunting 4 Fishing ngh&s +

+ outlawing spirual Ceremenies, includi ‘P the :

Fotced info isolation « ~“POTLATCHe
poverty oh reserves , we became ~SUNDANCE «
dependent on the olonial govemment ¢ -SMUPG ING .
white \ndian Agents determined our El The polioyof
every move. The qovernment dicteted who I 'ENFRANCHISEMENT

was part of our Communities by cortro lling

"Indian status” « continues 4o

dcv\\j us vasic ng\n&s like
*heatth care

wWas place fiom
16'% - 19061
4 meant we would

be stripped of our

+ qood sthools Indian status+fored
-adequate housing + 4o leave our
- clean watey. Communities if we
The 9ol was ... went fo wiversity or

ln 1920... 4o Continue until there is not
a Single \ndian in Canada +hat
“has not been absorbed into

’rhe loooh%ﬁ politic and «lha_{:;ﬁ,@;g

soldiers, +eachers ¥

clergymen. ncluding

@ <\ ﬂ e m GRS ekt lawyers was an edsy
e LA HERE L T e T way 1o quash |and
A Duhm Cane bau ScoH. vights MS&S before
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SMPenmenaent of Indian ARtairs reaching the courts.




were Created to further the
govemmen‘r‘s goal of

ASSIMILATION. A B B
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*Indian agents , the clergy ¢ the ReMP helped the govemment o forcibly
remove First Nations, lnuit, « Méhs children from our communities «
put them in bparding schools run by Koman Catholic, Anglican, +
Presbytarian churches, often very far away.

o=

| At these schools: 1950% |* Thousands of Eirst Nation,

~ . : it & Métis children were
e children's names wete replaced with Inui
rumers o Chisian s Gl taken « Fostered or adopted

*they were not allowed o speak _lndi '
e by non-Indigencus people , again for the

"rheq didt éet enough food : Purpose of A95 |M| LAT\ ON.

=i, Snclile This period became Known as the
experiments

st tedibse | STOLEN
e ey | O ENERAKTIONS

-many ost eonnections with their
cubtures , families & communities ¢ or SIXTIES SCO0¥P...

ended up on the sreets or | AHhough +he practice did ot end 1
incarcerated the Sixties « is ongoing h)daﬂ.
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IND]GENOUS W()MEN %{é\m'os} 1200 cadseid\ \
have alSo been targeted by the lndian Act. {of missing« wurdered |
Undil 14855 1t a First t\loHriovvs3 Wowan wmarried Somesne | &\?ﬁ‘sﬂ(’cx&mbm
without statug, they lostthelr i oo onted since

Status - oﬂtmq with their | Hhe lq:l’OQS, alHN)Ugh
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Children. Resuting fom | community gups |
persistent Indigenous | esimate He real
, acﬁvism,+ he final eler/mLS | Number v be
'of gender discrimination }
|

1000

/
v
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) B
7 National Inguivy

were removed i 2019.

For many of us, women
J(owe the rﬁ\wiex; of Jrcul’rure,
+targeting them meant tarqeting 7 ARt
-"hg, H—-_'E‘]A RTS O‘F Oul’ﬂ 9 /\l:::\;}::’?, ‘\(\(\Q PPN G"; :,s‘/\\ m{’DM}dlrj;‘;\gddf
Nations, making it easier .7 G Ny Indigenous
+ take our Lands. v R W"“‘e{“o",’ﬁ"'g
The violence of colonization has left
a lot of pain + shame in our Communities, and the relationship
between Indiganous + hon-Indigenous Peoples is damaged, 4 in many -
places broken. Over the \ears, political leaders have not fulfilled
promises o tepair the relationship. We
m dont need more broken pomises, we
— heed to close the equity ga
i g e Ty 420
IS+ NOMORE |  shift power « resturces™ +

“F E STOLEN build respect, honesty,+ trust
JSISTERS |  + find ways v wmove
TL“’“’_— forwara, ’focjeﬁrhe)r.
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